[Tissue levels of EGF and collagen in ovaries of women].
Tissue EGF concentration as well as collagen content were investigated in ovarian homogenates from both menstruating and menopausal women. EGF concentration was found to be higher, but not significant, in postmenopausal women, whereas total collagen as well as forms soluble in acetic acid and in this acid with pepsin were slightly higher in women with normal menstrual cycle. There were statistically significant negative correlations between above mentioned forms of collagen as well as ovarian EGF concentration in this group of patients. The potential role of epidermal growth factor in modulation of ovarian function and extracellular matrix remodelling within human ovary is discussed.